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7 July 2010

Food for thought – Liverpool’s urban agriculture goals
GREATER Liverpool Food Alliance (GLFA) held its first conference today with a view to creating a range of economically-viable urban agriculture enterprises within the city.

The conference brought together public sector bodies, charities, community associations and environmental activists to discuss ways of ‘greening the city’, using urban agriculture to deliver social objectives such as improved diet, enhanced food security and reduced dependency on oil. 

Seventeen per cent of the oil used in the UK is used by the food industry for transport, processing and packaging.

Keynote speakers at the event, organized by Urbanag CIC, were Max Steinberg (Chief Executive, Liverpool Vision, Liverpool); Paul Osborn (Mediateurs, Uithoorn, Netherlands); Jenny Hall (Climate Friendly Food, St Helen’s); Patricia Foreman (Chief Executive, Food Northwest, Runcorn).
Gary Herman, of Urbanag CIC, said: “Urban agriculture is a hot topic today, and most schemes concentrate on urban agriculture as a means of delivering certain important social objectives.
“The difference between us and other similar schemes is our focus on economic viability. Urban agriculture is rapidly becoming part of the mainstream economy in other countries and we need to begin to catch up. 
“Our aim is to make urban agriculture in Liverpool one of the key industries for a low-carbon, post-industrial society and a source of job creation and urban renewal.”
Liverpool Vision commissioned Urbanag to develop the initial stages of the food alliance and delegates at GLFA represented a range of interests including Local Authorities, the PCT, churches, small businesses and ‘local food’ enthusiasts. 
Jerry Spencer, Enterprise Manager at Liverpool Vision, said: “As a result of this conference we hope Liverpool will take its place in a global network of cities adopting urban agriculture, reaching from Shanghai to Seattle. 
“Liverpool’s people will thrive on a healthier diet and the activity involved in local food production, and the growing demand for locally-sourced food offers significant economic opportunities. 
“Urban agriculture can also help deliver quality of place by enhancing Liverpool’s environment through the imaginative use of the city’s green spaces – orchards where there is waste ground, vegetable gardens on every estate, roof gardens and vertical farms within city-centre buildings.” 

Ends

For further information please contact Jonathan Caswell, Head of Public Relations, Liverpool Vision on 0151 600 2946 www.jcaswell@liverpoolvision.co.uk or Gary Herman at garyh@urbanag.org.uk
Notes to editors:
· Organisations that registered for the GLFA conference were: Liverpool CVS, Liverpool City Council, Food Northwest, Liverpool John Moore’s University, Liverpool University, Vauxhall Neighbourhood Council, Liverpool City Safe Strategy Unit, Tameside Metropolitan Council, Archdiocese of Liverpool (Peace and Justice Commission), Friends of the Earth, Liverpool Federation of Allotments, Landlife National Wildflower Centre, Lancashire Wildlife Trust, MerseyTravel, Liverpool Primary Care Trust, Rice Lane City Farm, Rotters, BeeCycle, Climate Friendly Food, Can Cook, Sustain, Tomorrow’s People, Liverpool Centre for Arts Development. 
· Background to social objectives concentrated upon by urban agriculture schemes: Improved diet. The NHS estimates that the financial cost of obesity in England will rise from £4.2 billion in 2007 to £6.3 billion in 2015, regardless of the social and personal costs; Enhanced food security. The FAO/OECD reported last week that food prices would rise by 40% in the next decade; food and water shortages are already causing riots in some countries; two years ago rice sales were rationed in the US and UK; severe weather earlier this year almost resulted in supermarkets running out of food; and – as the old slogan has it – “we’re only ever three meals away from revolution”; Reduced dependency on oil. The food industry accounts for around 17% of oil consumption, through transportation, packaging, refrigeration and processing
· Urbanag is a social enterprise registered as a Community Interest Company. Our mission is to promote the aims and objectives of urban agriculture (UA) within the United Kingdom as a mainstream contributor to the food supply. We are launching this effort in the North West of England. We believe that the coordination and spread of urban agriculture schemes can address a number of critical issues for contemporary society in developed economies. Among them are: food security, economic and social development, climate change mitigation, and diet and health
While urban agriculture schemes proliferate, there is a general lack of strategic direction to these schemes that would enhance their sustainability and benefits. While volunteering and project funding are critical to the launch stage of any urban agriculture scheme, without addressing the issues of job creation and revenue generation, such schemes are likely to fail. www.urbanag.org.uk
· Liverpool Vision is the city’s Economic Development Company leading on economic and physical development and business and enterprise support in Liverpool, designed to accelerate the city’s growth and build a sustainable economy.
www.liverpoolvision.co.uk
